Taurocholic acid does not induce apoptosis in HCT116 cells regardless of its intracellular concentration.
Hydrophobic bile acids but not hydrophilic bile acids induce apoptosis in HCT116 cells. We expressed sodium-dependent bile acid transporters in HCT116 cells, and the intracellular concentration of hydrophilic bile acids increased to that of the hydrophobic bile acids. But no sign of apoptosis was observed, which suggests a hydrophobic-bile acid-specific mechanism for the induction of apoptosis in HCT116 cells.